	Parishes of Portarlington & Emo          

	PRIESTS CONTACT NUMBERS
Very Rev. Thomas Dooley P.P.  Tel: (057) 8643004      (      [image: image6.png]


 Very Rev. Michael Noonan P.E. Tel: (057) 8623431

 PARISH OFFICE

Tel: 057 8643004 - Email:  portarlingtonparishoffice@eircom.net  / Parish Office Hours:  9.30am – 1.30pm Mon. – Fri. 
Anniversary Masses, Baptisms and Weddings can be booked by contacting the Parish Office during opening hours. 
DIOCESE  www.kandle.ie      SAMARITANS 24-hour helpline: 116 123    Email:  jo@samaritans.org      

 ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 051-350725      AWARE Lo-call Helpline 1890 303 302    G.R.O.W.  www.grow.ie   Info:1890 474 474

PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES:  Jackie McNulty; Frances O’Dwyer; Mary Joyce; Clare Nerney 

Ailish Higgins – Diocesan Director of Safeguarding -  Tel: 085-8021633  dlp@kandle.ie    / E-mail safeguarding@kandle.ie 


	MASS TIMES
St. Michael’s Church, Portarlington 
 
10am Daily Mass (Monday – Friday) / 
6.15pm (Vigil  Saturday)  9am & 12.15pm Sunday  
St. John’s Church, Killenard 10.30am Sunday  
St. Paul’s Church, Emo 7.30pm Saturday / 11am Sunday.
Sacred Heart Church, Rath 9am Sunday
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	CELEBRATION OF MASS VIA WEBCAM

Link to live streaming from St. Michael’s 
Church, Portarlington
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www.mcnlive/camera/st-michaels-church-portarlington
Portarlington & Emo Parish @EmoParish

	16th August, 2026          20th Sunday in Ordinary Time          Year ‘A’

	WEEKEND ANNIV. PORTARLINGTON
Sat. 15th August 10am 

John & Lill Tinkler, Station Road

Tom Dunne, Station Road

Sat. 15th August 6.15pm

Betty Clancy, Assumpta Terrace (3rd Anniv.); 

Peter Ryan, Ballymorris; Bridie & Patsy Lawlor, Marian Hill; Finian Keating, Bishopswood; Catherine & George McKaye, The Square; Sarah Ann, Jer & Matthew Kelly, Carn; 
Mary Harrington (nee Keating)
Sun. 16th August 12.15pm

Michael Dempsey, Barrowbank 
Sat. 22nd August 6.15pm

Sean O’Reilly, Pine Villa (2nd Anniv.)
Noel Kelly, Derryvilla (5th Anniv.)

Elizabeth (Lily) Murphy, St. Michael’s Park 

(5th Anniv.); Nora & Frank Lennon, Main Street

Ger Donagher, Droughill

Lill Bourke, Limerick

Sun. 23rd August 2.15pm

Patrick O’Meara & his father, Donal O’Meara, Annamoe; Paddy Dillon, Patrick Street
ANNIVERSARIES
KILLENARD

Sun. 16th August 10.30am

--- 
Sun. 23rd August 10.30am

James & Margaret Raleigh, Garryvacum
WEEKDAY ANNIVERSARY MASS IN PORTARLINGTON

Mon. 17th Aug. 10am Faun Hughes & his son, Stephen Hughes, Ballintogher
Tues. 18th Aug.  10am Michael Moore, St. Michael’s Park
DECEASED

Please pray for the following who died recently:-
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Christy Rooney, Main Street who died in Canada (Brother of PJ, Timmy & Eugene Murphy)
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Nora Dunne, Geashill

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
St. Michael’s Church, Portarlington on Tuesday’s after 10am Mass 
until 7pm with Rosary afterwards. 
	ANNIVERSARIES - EMO

Sat. 15th August 7.30pm

Julia (Dillie) Keegan, Morette
Patrick & Ann Behan, Morette

Sun. 16th August 11am

--- 
Sat. 22nd August 7.30pm

---
Sun. 23rd August 11am

---
ANNIVERSARIES - RATH

Sun. 16th August 9am

---- 
Sun. 23rd August 9am

Derek & Mary Phelan; 

Joe & Nancy Murphy, Newbridge
BAPTISMS

We welcome into our Christian 
Community through Baptism:-

Adrienne Celine Cooney & Colleen Nora Cooney, New Zealand & Patrick Street
Riley Callum Lenihan, Cushina Avenue

    DIOCESAN CHANGES 2026 
[image: image13.wmf]
Fr. Tom Dooley PP will retire effective 18th September 2026.  He will be replaced by 
Fr. Pat Hughes PP Myshall & Clonegal who will become PP of Portarlington and Emo Parishes.  
Fr. Piotr Jakubiak, Polish Chaplain will become CC in the Portarlington & Mountmellick Pastoral area, whilst continuing to support the Polish community.
FAREWELL! 
We say farewell to Fr. Eugen who has been a tremendous help in the Parish for the past three years serving as C.C.  Fr. Eugen has given huge support to all of us here during that time.  Fr. Eugen has returned to Romania.  We thank him sincerely for everything.

We also say farewell & thanks to Fr. Laurentiu who has been assisting us over the past month.  Fr. Laurentiu will be travelling back to Romania on Wednesday next.   

	CEMETERY MASS
EMO OLD CEMETERY
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Saturday 22nd August at 7.30pm
DELANY ARCHIVE

Heritage Week Lecture
The Delany Archive welcomes Dr Niamh NicGhabhann Coleman for a Heritage Week lecture on “Catholic Churches & Chapels before and after Emancipation”, including examples from churches in the Diocese of Kildare & Leighlin. The lecture will be held at Carlow College, St Patrick’s (R93 A003) on 18th August at 7pm.  All are welcome. Admission free – No booking required.  Further details available at www.heritageweek.ie
Dr NicGhabhann Coleman is an Associate Professor in the School of History &Geography at the University of Limerick & is currently researching a book on the development of Catholic architecture in Ireland between the

1820s and 1930s.

HERITAGE WEEK 2026

History of the Market House / Presentation 

on “Boglands – A future in Ireland”

A talk will take place in the Market House on Wed. 19th August commencing at 7.30pm.  The event will begin with a brief history of the Market House from 1666 to date.  This will be followed by a presentation by the Irish Peatland Conservation Council titled “Boglands – A Future in Ireland” with a special emphasis on the bogs around Portarlington.  Admission is free and all are welcome to attend.

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
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 MARY

Mary is a geography of grace, 

a luminous landscape of light and love, 

a heart of humility, humanity and holiness.

Mary echoes a prayer of promise, peace and presence for all God’s pilgrim-priestly-people.

‘Blessed is she who believed’ (Luke 1:45)

	ST. BRIGID’S SOCIAL CLUB 
CLONEYHURKE

Next Social Dance Saturday 15th August.  Music by Unity.  Doors open 9pm.  €10.  Refreshments served.  
Keep Fit Classes – Wednesday & Friday nights from 7-8pm.  €8 per night.

No Dancing lessons for the month of August.  Lessons with return in September.
ARLINGTON A.F.C.
Golf Scramble:  Portarlington Golf Club Friday 18th Sept.  Golf, Food & Prizes. €200 per team of 4. Contact Alan on 086 8145979.

Ladies Football:  Wednesday’s 7pm at Arlington. New players welcome. 
Contact Rhona 085 7034252.
Come join Arlington AFC
The League winners.  Players born 2012.  Phone Mark on 085 2132752 / Kenny on 

087 7593645.
JOIN KESTRELS BASKETBALL CLUB

New season starts this September.  Boys & Girls U10, U12, U14, U16, U18 & Seniors.  Everyone is welcome, beginners, returning players, new players & all abilities.  Come along, have fun, make friends & be part of the Kestrels family.  Further information from Louise Foster (Head Coach) 087 6134057  kestrelsbasketballclub@gmail.com
Also on Facebook & Instagram. 

NEURO ART – FAMILY FESTIVAL
LAOIS
Midlands first Arts and Neurodiversity Festival.

Sat. 22nd August at Old Fort Quarter, Portlaoise 11am to 5pm (quiet time 11am to 12 noon).  Music & Dance, Sensory Experiences, Creative Arts & Crafts &  Storytelling. Free Entry.  Volunteers are welcome.  Contact Denise on 086 8193604.
KILDARE & LEIGHLIN EUCHARISTIC ADORATION PRAYER DAY
"Peace I leave you; My peace I give you" John 14:27.  Find peace in a day of Prayer & Adoration.  K&L Eucharistic Adoration Committee invites you to join us with Most Rev. Bishop Denis Nulty, Fr Ruairi O Domhnaill, Ms Margaret Brennan & Guest Speakers Ms Una Allen & Ms Mary Connolly.  Venue: Mount St. Anne’s R32 WN59.  Sat. 29th Aug. 9.30am – 4pm.  Concludes with Mass at 3pm.  Refreshments on arrival - Lunch 12.30-1.15pm. Cost €25.  Booking Essential. Call or Text Barbara Kinsella 0861637311
ST. JOSEPH’S MENS CAMINO
Every Camino changes us in ways we don't expect- Join men from across Ireland on Sat. 12th Sept. for a 25km pilgrimage through the Boyne Valley, beginning in Drogheda. The day includes Mass, adoration, rosary, confessions, fraternity, lunch and dinner, with after-dinner speaker Fr. Mark Quinn. Open to men aged 18+. Cost: €65 (student €55). Registration, accommodation and further details:-

www.dominicans.ie/events. Enquiries: op.evangelisation@gmail.com.
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Alone Ireland are looking for volunteers in Mountmellick, Portarlington & Edenderry.  Could you spare some time to support an older person in your community?  By volunteering with ALONE, you can help older people stay connected, supported & independent at home through friendly visits or phone calls.  Even a small amount of time can make a real difference.  Check out alone.ie/volunteers.
	TOWN CENTRE / URBAN VILLAGE PLAN FOR KILMALOGUE, PORTARLINGTON
Offaly County Council’s Regeneration Department is beginning a process of preparing a Town Centre / Urban Village Plan for Kilmalogue. They will be holding a public meeting in September to get views & input from interested groups & individuals. If you would like to attend this meeting, please send your contact details to the following:- acampion@offalycoco.ie 
You will receive details of the date, time & location of the meeting.

POBAL SENIOR ALERT ALARM

If you or someone you know needs to register for a Senior Alert Alarm, call into Market House & the PCDA team will be happy to help with the registration process.  Easy registration / Monitored 24-7 / Peace of mind.  Phone 089 2544295 / www.portarlington.ie
EMO / RATH PARISH LOTTO
Week No. 2029 – 10th August 2026 
Numbers 4, 8, 11, 19.  No jackpot winner.  
€25 to each of the following:-  PJ Kelly c/o PJ Kelly; Barry Kirwan c/o Deirdre; Elizabeth Dunne c/o Mena; Gabriel Lawlor c/o Hilary; Kathleen Wilson c/o Mena.  Next draw will take place 17th August.  Jackpot €3,400.
GRACEFIELD GAA CLUB

 10th Aug. 2026 – Week No. 33
Numbers 28, 17, 20, 25 – No jackpot winner.

€50 to each of the following:-  Eugene Geoghegan; Laura Slevin; Caroline Coogan Whelan; Anne & Maria; Johnny Lawrence.  Promoter prize Anthony Earley.  Next week’s Jackpot €11,000
PORTARLINGTON LIONS CLUB

FAMILY FUN DAY
Portarlington Lions Club are holding a FREE FAMILY FUN DAY on Sun. next, 16th August at Foxcroft Street (R32 P786), Portarlington from 
2-5pm.  Bouncy Castles / Games / Sensory Tent / Children’s Races for all age groups / Tug of War / Music / Dancing & lots more.  Hope to see you all there. There are plenty of areas available if you wish to bring a picnic. 

ACCORD MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAMME and COUPLES THERAPY

A programme for couples preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage and Couples Therapy.  To view available bookings log onto www.accord.ie

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is a Catholic movement, now formally recognised by the Holy See. For over 50 years, Marriage Encounter Weekends have helped thousands of couples across Ireland & the world to deepen their relationship with each other & with God, through the gift of communication, renewed commitment, & shared faith. Truly a weekend like no other.

Weekend Details

Venue:  Focolare Centre, Curryhills, Prosperous, Co. Kildare

Dates:  Fri. 2nd – Sun. 4th Oct. 2026

Arrival: Friday from 7pm., programme concludes Sunday approx. 4:30pm.

Register at:  www.marriageencounter.ie
COURTWOOD COMBINED LOTTO

Courtwood GAA has reached its maximum Jackpot of €20,000 - You could be our maximum Jackpot winner.  Purchase membership, & Lotto via:  Clubforce App. / Through the attached QR Code; Ballybrittas Service Station; The Final Furlong
	PORTARLINGTON LIBRARY
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To book call in to Library, Ph 057 8643751  
Email  portarlingtonlibrary@laoiscoco.ie  
HERITAGE WEEK
1926 Census Talk with Sinead Holland
Wed. 19th  Aug. 2:30pm. Join us for this fascinating dive into the 1926 Census. Please book in advance.
Children in the Past: Viking Archaeology –Thurs. 20th Aug. 10:30am Experience life as Viking child growing up in Ireland in this interactive hands on workshop. Suitable for 6-12yrs. 
Please book in advance.
A Day in the life of a Georgian Lady
Friday 21st Aug. 2:30pm. A fascinating look at Georgian clothing presented by Dr Melissa 
Shiels. Please book in advance.  Other regular events at the Library:-
Lego Free Play / Adult Chess Club / Parent’s First group / La Leche League Coffee Morning / Knitting Circle / Adult Book Club / Online Book Club / Junior Book Club and the Baby Book Club - Contact the above number for details.
MASS AT FR. MOORE’S WELL

Bishop Denis Nulty will concelebrate Mass 
at Fr. Moore’s Well, Rathbride, County Kildare 
commencing at 3pm on Sun. 16th Aug. 2026.

All welcome to attend.

PORTARLINGTON FOLK CHOIR

Welcome you for Autumn  2026

Mass dates at St. Michael’s Church where the folk choir will sing:- Sun. 20th September / Sunday 18th October / Sun. 22nd November.  Choir practices resume Mon. 7th Sept. at 7.30pm in St. Michael’s Church, Portarlington.  All welcome – Lift your voice.

VINTAGE MARKET & FUNDRAISING EVENT

Sun. 16th August (Today) from 10am to 4pm 
at SOLAS, Lea Road, Portarlington.  Fundraiser for Kildare Animal Foundation.  
All very welcome.
ARLINGTON SOCCER CLUB

Lotto Results for 12.8.2026

No jackpot winner.  Letters: H, Q, V, Z  

€25 to each of the following:- Paul Kelly; Paddy Waldron; Paul Murphy.  Next draw takes place 25th August with a Jackpot of €10,000
SALSA & BACHATA DANCE LESSONS

Portarlington Community Centre R32 D797.  18+ No. Experience required / No partner needed / Wear comfortable clothes & shoes. Sat. 29th August.  1pm (50 minute dance session), with Victoria.  €10.  Instagram @victoriaivanes or Whatsapp 089 4283669.
FESTIVAL OF THE MOUNTAIN & VINTAGE RALLY 2026

Laois’s oldest festival returns to Glenbarrow, Rosenallis this Sunday, 16th August from 12pm. Packed with entertainment, it offers a fantastic day out for the whole family.  Choirs, music, dance, dance workshops, robotics, live sculpting, vintage displays, Dog Show, Tug of war, stalls, archery, amusements, obstacle course, competitions & prizes, plus hot food, sweet treats, and coffee!  Adm:  €10 (Cash only | Under 12s FREE). 
Information: 085 2090413.

Please visit our Facebook page Rosenallis Festival of the Mountain for more. 
LUNCH & LEARN

Venue:  The Market House, The Square, Portarlington.  Thurs. 10th Sept. 1pm – 2pm.  Hosted by the Local Enterprise Office.
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